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GENESIS Lesson 36 – 7/14/19 

Jacob anticipates Esau 

32:1: And Jacob went on his way, and the angels of God met him. 

32:2: And when Jacob saw them, he said, This is God's host: and he 

called the name of that place Mahanaim. 

32:3: And Jacob sent messengers before him to Esau his brother unto 

the land of Seir, the country of Edom. 

32:4: And he commanded them, saying, Thus shall ye speak unto my 

lord Esau; Thy servant Jacob saith thus, I have sojourned with Laban, 

and stayed there until now: 

32:5: And I have oxen, and asses, flocks, and menservants, and 

womenservants: and I have sent to tell my lord, that I may find grace 

in thy sight. 

32:6: And the messengers returned to Jacob, saying, We came to thy 

brother Esau, and also he cometh to meet thee, and four hundred 

men with him. 

32:7: Then Jacob was greatly afraid and distressed: and he divided the 

people that was with him, and the flocks, and herds, and the camels, 

into two bands; 

32:8: And said, If Esau come to the one company, and smite it, then 

the other company which is left shall escape. 
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32:9: And Jacob said, O God of my father Abraham, and God of my 

father Isaac, the LORD which saidst unto me, Return unto thy country, 

and to thy kindred, and I will deal well with thee: 

32:10: I am not worthy of the least of all the mercies, and of all the 

truth, which thou hast shewed unto thy servant; for with my staff I 

passed over this Jordan; and now I am become two bands. 

32:11: Deliver me, I pray thee, from the hand of my brother, from the 

hand of Esau: for I fear him, lest he will come and smite me, and the 

mother with the children. 

32:12: And thou saidst, I will surely do thee good, and make thy seed 

as the sand of the sea, which cannot be numbered for multitude. 

Jacob is finally heading home, and we are introduced to something 

interesting that Jacob is allowed to see, Jacob runs into some angels. 

This is the second time in his life where he encounters angels. The first 

time was when he was heading to Haran as he is fleeing from Esau. But 

the first time he met angels was while he was sleeping, in a dream. This 

time he was awake when he saw the angels. Both times the angels did 

not communicate with him, God just allowed Jacob to see them. 

Mahanaim was located on the east of the Jordan River in the land of 

Gilead near the Jabbok River; this river formed the border between 

Gilead and Ammon. The Jabbok River is about halfway between the Sea 

of Galilee and the Dead Sea. 

It was no coincidence that God allowed Jacob to see these angels, 

reminding Jacob of His care over him and his family for soon we will see 

that Jacob gets word that Esau is headed his way. 
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Spurgeon said, “Our Mahanaims occur at much the same time as that in 

which Jacob beheld this great sight. Jacob was entering upon a more 

separated life. He was leaving Laban and the school of all those tricks of 

bargaining and bartering which belong to the ungodly world.” 

Mahanaim in Hebrew means “two camps.” No doubt this is what Jacob 

was thinking when he saw these angels: 

Gen. 32:10: I am not worthy of the least of all the mercies, and of all 

the truth, which thou hast shewed unto thy servant; for with my staff I 

passed over this Jordan; and now I am become two bands. 

Two bands: Leah’s band, 8 sons and one daughter and Rachel’s band, 3 

sons. 

Some commentators have suggested that there was a band of angels 

behind Jacob and one ahead of him; therefore it was “two camps.” 

John Paton (24 May 1824 – 28 January 1907), a Scottish missionary to 

the New Hebrides Islands, told of how one night hostile natives had 

surrounded his mission’s headquarters intent on driving the Patons out 

of their home and killing them. He and his wife prayed through the 

entire night, and when daylight finally came, their attackers were gone. 

A year later, the chief of the tribe became a Christian, and Paton asked 

the man about that night. The chief replied, “Who were all those men 

you had with you there?” The missionary explained only he and his wife 

were there. The chief insisted he had seen hundreds of big men with 

shining garments and swords circling the mission headquarters, so the 

natives were too afraid to attack. 
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Spurgeon also said about this passage, “I do not ask that you may see 

angels: still, if it can be, so be it. But what is it, after all, to see an angel? 

Is not the fact of God’s presence better than the sight of the best of his 

creatures? Perhaps the Lord favored Jacob with the sight of angels 

because he was such a poor, weak creature as to his faith.” 

Jacob does something interesting as he is heading home, he sends 

messengers to his brother Esau, it is certain that he knew Esau no 

longer lived with dad, who lived in Hebron (Gen. 35:27), but in Mount 

Seir (vs. 3). Last thing Jacob wants is an ambush from Esau. 
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Notice what Jacob tells his servants to say to Esau when they meet him, 

“Thy servant Jacob saith thus, ‘I have sojourned with Laban, and stayed 

there until now: And I have oxen, and asses, flocks, and menservants, 

and womenservants: and I have sent to tell my lord, that I may find 

grace in thy sight.’” 

He doesn’t say, “God told me to return home.” 

Because Jacob is still afraid of Esau—“thy servant Jacob.” Who was 

supposed to serve who? What about Gen. 25:23? The mention of 

livestock and servants, served to tell Esau “I have not come to take 

anything from you or anyone else, I have enough”. 

But he knew God was with him; God showed him a host of angels; the 

word “host” can also be translated as “army”. 

Jacob’s servants return and what they tell Jacob terrifies him. “Your 

brother is coming with 400 men to meet you.” 

Jacob knew the Esau of 20 years ago, he could not bring himself to 

think anything better of Esau; he was convinced the 400 man caravan 

heading his way was an army intending to destroy him and his family. 

In Hamlet Shakespeare wrote, “Conscience does make cowards of us 

all.” 

Jacob was still haunted by the way he wronged his brother. And he had 

no reason to believe that Esau wasn’t still out to get him. Do you 

remember what his mother Rebekah had told him? 

Gen. 27:45: Until thy brother's anger turn away from thee, and he 

forget that which thou hast done to him: then I will send, and fetch 
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thee from thence: why should I be deprived also of you both in one 

day? 

Rebekah never sent anyone. So he divides his family into two bands, 

Leah and her children ahead and then Rachel and her children behind 

figuring that if Esau would attack, then Rachel and her group would be 

able to escape. It shows what his feelings are towards Leah, he couldn’t 

care less if she and her children were slaughtered as long as Rachel and 

Joseph were able to escape. 

After doing all he could to preempt Esau, using human wisdom and 

schemes, Jacob does what he should have done from the beginning, 

and that is pray, “O God of my father Abraham…” He claims the 

promises of God (vs. 9), he holds God to His word (vs. 9), he admits his 

own unworthiness (vs.10), he thanks God for His goodness and 

provisions (vs.10), he unloads the anxiety and fear of his heart without 

mincing words (vs.11), and then claims the Abrahamic blessing (vs. 12). 

Many of our prayers fall short because we do not claim the promises of 

God. 

Spurgeon said, “Beloved, I say to you, one and all, study much the 

promises of God’s word! Have them at your fingers’ ends. Remember 

what things God has said to men, and when he has said them, and to 

what kind of men he has said them, and discover by this means how far 

he has said them to you.” 

He also said, “When God gave his promise, he did, as it were, put 

himself in the power of those who know how to plead the promise. 

Every promise is so much strength given to the man who has faith in 
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the promise, for he may with it overcome even the omnipotent God 

himself.” 

Esau heads towards Jacob 

32:13: And he lodged there that same night; and took of that which 

came to his hand a present for Esau his brother; 

32:14: Two hundred she goats, and twenty he goats, two hundred 

ewes, and twenty rams, 

32:15: Thirty milch camels with their colts, forty kine, and ten bulls, 

twenty she asses, and ten foals.  

32:16: And he delivered them into the hand of his servants, every 

drove by themselves; and said unto his servants, Pass over before me, 

and put a space betwixt drove and drove. 

32:17: And he commanded the foremost, saying, When Esau my 

brother meeteth thee, and asketh thee, saying, Whose art thou? and 

whither goest thou?  and whose are these before thee? 

32:18: Then thou shalt say, They be thy servant Jacob's; it is a present 

sent unto my lord Esau: and, behold, also he is behind us. 

32:19: And so commanded he the second, and the third, and all that 

followed the droves, saying, On this manner shall ye speak unto Esau, 

when ye find him. 

32:20: And say ye moreover, Behold, thy servant Jacob is behind us. 

For he said, I will appease him with the present that goeth before me, 

and afterward I will see his face; peradventure he will accept of me. 
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32:21: So went the present over before him: and himself lodged that 

night in the company. 

32:22: And he rose up that night, and took his two wives, and his two 

womenservants, and his eleven sons, and passed over the ford 

Jabbok. 

32:23: And he took them, and sent them over the brook, and sent 

over that he had. 

Even after he prayed to God, Jacob is still thinking of ways to 

circumvent Esau; he has no peace of mind. 

This is an issue of praying and laying your burdens before the Lord’s 

feet, and then when you are done praying you pick up your burdens 

and take them back with you. 

Jacob tries another angle with Esau, this time he plans on sending 

presents to Esau. The gift Jacob sends is lucrative, wanting to make it 

clear: “I am not coming to take anything or want anything,” he was 

basically attempting to buy his brother’s good favor. Some parents do 

that, they shower their children with material gifts, but the thing the 

child wants most, quality time, they never give. 

This is a good example of the way we will trust in our ability to do 

things and make things happen apart from trusting in God. 

All this planning on Jacobs’ part ended up being unnecessary: 

Gen. 33:9: And Esau said, I have enough, my brother; keep that thou 

hast unto thyself. 
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Jacob gives Esau at least 580 animals! Two hundred she goats, and 

twenty he goats, two hundred ewes, and twenty rams, thirty milch 

camels with their colts, forty kine, and ten bulls, twenty she asses, and 

ten foals. 

Let’s learn some English; “milch” means “milk yielding,” it denotes a 

domestic animal giving milk, and “kine” is the plural of cow; we now 

use the word “cows.” All these words are still in the dictionary. 

Gen. 18:8: And he took butter, and milk, and the calf… 

Lev. 22:28: And whether it be cow or ewe, ye shall not kill it and her 

young both in one day. 

Num. 18:17: But the firstling of a cow… 

Jacob separated these animals into droves, probably six altogether, and 

he placed a space between each drove and they were to go ahead and 

meet up with Esau, and Jacob stayed behind that night. 

But in the middle of the night Jacob decides to send his family on ahead 

and he decides to stay behind. 

Instead of leading the charge, instead of confronting Esau himself—

first—he sends everyone else ahead. It seems rather cowardly of Jacob 

to send his wives and children in the direction of Esau while he remains 

behind. The father of the nation of Israel cowering in the background. 
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Despite the promises of God, he fears for his life. But even all this was 

part of God’s plan. Jacob is finally alone, and now God can meet with 

him and deal with him. God has to get us alone so He can deal with us. 

Jacob wrestles with God 

32:24: And Jacob was left alone; and there wrestled a man with him 

until the breaking of the day. 

32:25: And when he saw that he prevailed not against him, he 

touched the hollow of his thigh; and the hollow of Jacob's thigh was 

out of joint, as he wrestled with him. 

32:26: And he said, Let me go, for the day breaketh.  And he said, I will 

not let thee go, except thou bless me. 

32:27: And he said unto him, What is thy name? And he said, Jacob. 

32:28: And he said, Thy name shall be called no more Jacob, but Israel: 

for as a prince hast thou power with God and with men, and hast 

prevailed. 

32:29: And Jacob asked him, and said, Tell me, I pray thee, thy name.  

And he said, Wherefore is it that thou dost ask after my name? And 

he blessed him there. 

32:30: And Jacob called the name of the place Peniel: for I have seen 

God face to face, and my life is preserved. 

32:31: And as he passed over Penuel the sun rose upon him, and he 

halted upon his thigh. 
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32:32: Therefore the children of Israel eat not of the sinew which 

shrank, which is upon the hollow of the thigh, unto this day: because 

he touched the hollow of Jacob's thigh in the sinew that shrank. 

Jacob is alone and a Man finds him and wrestles with him. It was not 

Jacob who wrestled with the Man, instead it was the Man who wrestled 

with Jacob. 

That Man wanted something from Jacob, God wanted something from 

Jacob. It is always God who wants something from us; it is never the 

other way around. 

We know this Man was God in the flesh, a Christophany (see notes 

Lesson 14). And we are told that He couldn’t prevail against Jacob! And 

because He couldn’t prevail against Jacob He starts as we would say 

“fighting dirty.” He touches the hollow of Jacob’s thigh, that’s where 

your thigh bone is attached to your hip bone, and dislocates it. 

But despite the injury Jacob is still hanging on. This was an intense 

wrestling match, the opponents were evenly matched; the match went 

into overtime. Had it not been for the Man’s supernatural power Jacob 

may have eked out a victory. The Man says, “It is almost daybreak, let 

me go, I must go.” 

But Jacob says, “I will not let thee go, except thou bless me.” By now 

Jacob knows this is no ordinary man, this is God! 

This is an invaluable place for everyone to come to, a place in our lives 

where we wrestle for God’s blessing. A place where we realize that God 

is greater than us and a place where we know we cannot go on until 

God blesses us. 
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One commentator said, a place “where God conquers us”. We know 

from Hosea that Jacob wept bitterly as He wrestled with God. Jacob 

had to come to the end of himself. 

Hosea 12:3: He took his brother by the heel in the womb, and by his 

strength he had power with God: 

Hosea 12:4: Yea, he had power over the angel, and prevailed: he wept, 

and made supplication unto him: he found him in Bethel, and there he 

spake with us; 

The prophet identifies with the patriarch Jacob—his father. 

Jacob agonized in prayer, does that sound familiar? 

Luke 22:44: And being in an agony he prayed more earnestly: and his 

sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling down to the ground. 

“I will not let go until you bless me.” Jacob reached the place where all 

he could do was to hold on to the Lord with everything he had. 

And then the Angel asks him, “What is your name?” And he says, 

“Jacob.” It is no longer, “I am Esau.” 

Gen. 27:18: And he came unto his father, and said, My father: and he 

said, Here am I; who art thou, my son? 

Gen. 27:19: And Jacob said unto his father, I am Esau thy firstborn… 

Jacob has learned his lesson, instead of trusting God all his life, he tried 

to do it his own way, through deceit, through scheming, through 

planning, etc. 
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Jacob finally tells the truth, nothing but the truth. “I am Jacob.” He 

must have felt a sense of shame, admitting his name was Jacob, Jacob 

means “to supplant”. Supplant means to undermine, to displace. 

Jacob was admitting, “I am a supplanter, I am a deceiver, a schemer.” 

The Angel then looks at him and says, “Thy name shall be called no 

more Jacob, but Israel.” Jacob was given a new name. Israel means 

“contend with God.” 

Rev. 2:17: He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto 

the churches; To him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden 

manna, and will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new name 

written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it. 

As the Angel is about to leave, Jacob asks, “What is your name?” Jacob 

is not told because Jacob knew who this was for he asked to be blessed 

by Him (vs. 26). And God blessed him there (vs. 29); God blessed him at 

the place where he struggled in prevailing prayer with God. 

It wasn’t until Moses that God tells His people that His name is Jehovah. 

Ex. 6:3: And I appeared unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob, by 

the name of God Almighty, but by my name JEHOVAH was I not known 

to them. 

We know Jacob knew this Man was God because Jacob called the name 

of the place Peniel, which means face of God. Jacob further said, “I 

have seen God face to face, and my life is preserved.” 



14 

 

Jacob understood it was only by God’s grace and mercy he escaped 

from this wrestling match with his life. No man should be allowed to 

wrestle with God and live, but he did. 

And Jacob came out of that episode injured; he limped on his hip. Jacob 

would remember his encounter with God with every step he took for 

the rest of his life. 

Spurgeon said, “The memorial of his weakness was to be with him as 

long as he lived… How pleased would you and I be to go halting all our 

days with such weakness as Jacob had, if we might also have the 

blessing that he thus won!” 

Sometimes a Christian must be broken to helpless “clinging” before the 

blessing comes! 

Jacob is the type of the flesh; Israel is a type of the new man. The flesh 

plans, schemes, surmises, but it must be overruled (see Gal. 5). 

All of us “halt” even after we are saved (Rom. 7). Halt is the Old English 

word for “limp.” We are afflicted all our lives by the “old man”—Jacob 

who halts with every step he takes. We too will halt until the day we 

are disrobed of this flesh. 

Next week Jacob and Esau meet. 


